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Abstract  Facing the economy regression caused by financial crisis since 2008,the EU realize that the most 
important thing for recovering the economy development was to depend on technology innovation to promote 
employment and avoid the debt crisis.Horizon 2020 — the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation in 
the European Union (hereinafter ‘Horizon 2020’), focuses on three priorities, namely generating excellent science 
in order to strengthen the Union’s world-class excellence in science, fostering industrial leadership to support 
business, including small and medium-sized enterprises (SME) and innovation and tackling societal challenges, in 
order to respond directly to the challenges identified in the Europe 2020 Strategy by supporting activities covering 
the entire spectrum from research to market. Based on the Proposals and the Impact Assessment Report of Horizon 
2020, this paper analyzes the main contents of the Horizon 2020 proposal including the three strategy objects and 
budget factsheet, and processes and decision-making methods of the different policy options.
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