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AbstractAbstract The urbanization in France started in 1830, and was completed with a mild development process. 
In contrast, the urbanization in China started in 1949, and developed with a rapid speed. French government 
took about 101 years to improve its urbanization proportion from 10% to 50%, while it took China only 60 years 
to reach the same target. On the other hand, the urbanization in France has been conducted with the market 
oriented and government assistance. When as China’s urbanization has experienced two stages: the � rst stage is 
guided by government before 1979; the second stage of urbanization since 1979 is driven by administration and 
market jointly. It is predicted that integration development of urban and rural areas in China will enter a “great 
leap” period in next 5–10 years. Accordingly, the paper gives some suggestions for the government to promote 
the integration of urban and rural areas in China, such as , abolish the household register system, reform the 
dual structure in urban and rural economy, drive the rural economy along with the urban development, realize 
interactive development between urban and rural areas, and so on.
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