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Research on Performance Evaluation of
Public Research Institute in the UK

LIU Ya

(Institute of Scientific & Technical Information of China, Beijing 100038)

Abstract: The paper analyzes the Institute Assessment Exercise (IAE) evaluation conducted by the
Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council and the Research Excellence Framework (REF)
evaluation led by the Higher Education Funding Council for England, covering contents, criteria, procedures,
panel memberships, and review of the evaluation system. The study shows that these performance evaluations are
intended as a follow-on to the performance management of public sector in the UK. Ex-ante evaluation and ex-
post evaluation are both adopted. With support from peer review, evaluations are evidence-based and focus on
research quality. The interval between evaluations tends to be longer than before to ensure the stability of institute
operation.
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