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The Media Frame Analysis of the Reports on China's Smog by
Western Mainstream Media: Taking the New York Times as a Case

HU Peng!, LIU Li®

(1. School of Social Sciences, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084;

2. School of Marxism, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084)

Abstract: In the 21st century, the cause of environmental protection in China has stepped into a new stage
with planned and comprehensive development. The western media started to be concerned with the global impact
brought by China’s environmental development. However, some western media held apparent prejudice against
China’s smog issue under specific agenda setting and political framework. This paper chooses the news coverage
of China’s smog in New York Times from January 2011 to December 2016 as samples using the method of content
analysis to analyze and summarize the characteristics of its coverage. It comes to the conclusion that the news
coverage of China’s smog in New York Times follows fixed news frame, of which the content tends to be mostly
negative with obvious feature of “demonizing China”.

Key words: international mainstream media; New York Times; media frame analysis; smog
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