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A Study on Research Funding and Management Trends of the
National Science Foundation of the United States

LIU Run-sheng, JIANG Gui-xing

(Institute of Scientific and Technical Information of China, Beijing 100038)

Abstract: As the most important and representative research funding agency in the United States, the National
Science Foundation (NSF) plays a vital role in the flourishing US scientific research enterprise. With the changes
in the research environment in the United States and the advent of new problems and demands, the NSF has
constantly adjusted its funding and management mechanism to improve its research management level. This
paper introduces and analyzes its latest research management developments, including its main responsibilities
and organizational structure, funding sources and implementation structure, fund allocation methods and funding
fields, as well as the new blueprint of scientific research strategy. It also summarizes several major trends of its
scientific research management in recent years, hoping to provide reference for the operation and management of
Chinese science foundation.
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