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Analysis on the Science and Technology Innovation in France

Huang Ningyan', Sun Yuming’

(1. Institute of Science and Technology Information of China, Beijing 100038;
2. Ministry of Science and Technology of China, Beijing 100826)

Abstract: France, the forth largest country worldwide with respect to economy and science, is a nation with

the tradition of innovation. This article analyzes symmetrically the achievements and the experiences in science
and technology innovation of France. Through two glorious periods for innovation, France is now a leader in the
fields of nuclear, aviation, aerospace, express railway and agriculture. However, France failed in catching the op-
portunity of development in the forth tidal wave of science and technology revolution, in which information tech-
nology is the kernel. The academic protest happened nationwide in early 2004 exposed the in—depth problems in
the scientific research system of France. French government is now making great efforts in taking measures to
solve these problems. The French system is similar to the Chinese system in many respects, so both successes
and failures of France will be helpful in steering our development.
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