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RAND: Is the United States losing its Edge in Science and Technology

Chen Yibin
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Abstract: Concern that the United States is losing its position as a global leader in science and technology

(S&T) has grown. The factors driving this concern include the globalization of S&T, the rise of science centers

in developing countries such as China and India, and the perception that the United States is not investing

enough in its future given survival pressures on its S&T enterprise. Loss of leadership in S&T could hurt the U.S.

economy, people’ s living level, and the national security. This is the central finding of U.S. Competitiveness in

Science and Technology, a new RAND report by Titus Galama and James Hosek. Taking an objective,

comprehensive look at the evidence behind the claims, the report points out that the United States will continue

to lead the world in science and technology and appears to be in no imminent danger of losing its edge.
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