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Insight of Innovation Policies for the 21st Century

MA Li
(China Construction Bank, Beijing 100032)

Abstract: Policymakers around the world are supporting a variety of initiatives to reinforce their national in-
novation ecosystems as a way of improving their national competitiveness. These programs and associated policy
measures are of great relevance to the United States both for their potential impact on U.S. competitiveness and
for the lessons they may hold for U.S. programs. Since 2006, The National Research Council’ s Board on Sci-
ence, Technology, and Economic Policy (STEP) has embarked on a study of selected foreign innovation pro-
grams in comparison with major U.S. programs so that U.S. policy makers can better understand the objectives,
structure, operation, funding levels, and trends characterizing some of the major programs around the world. This
paper introduces the main points of “Innovation Policies for the 21st Century” , a report of an international
symposium hold by STEP which drew experts from Europe, North America and East Asia to provide overviews of
major programs underway around the world to support innovation, and puts forward some suggestions and opin-
ions with direct policy interest for further research.
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