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Research and Development in Agri—biotechnology and
Its Application in Japan

ZHONG Zhidong
(Helongjiang Provincial Science and Technology Department, Haerbin 150001)

Abstract; Japan places biotechnology as top priority on the agenda of economic development in the 21st
century. Both government and private companies are going all out to promote the R&D and application of
biotechnology. In the area of agriculture, Japan rose rapidly with strong financial input and technological
background although it started late in gene breeding. Now Japan is leading the world in some aspects of agri—
biotechnology with the breakthrough of genome and GM technology. Many function foods have been developed,
embryo transplant and cloning are applied and new animal or plant breeds are bio —developed. Agri -
biotechnology is playing more and more important role in Japan’ s modern agriculture with the
commercialization of biotech. This essay reports the strategy and policies on agri —biotechnology in Japan,
introduces the latest development of biotechnology in the area of animal, plant and aquatics and provides a
profile of main institutes involved in the agri—biotechnology R&D.
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