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Development Status of Renewable Energy Industry in Britain

GU Junzhan
(Institute of Science and Technology Information of China, Beijing 100038)

Abstract ; Britain takes pride in having quite good conditions to source power from its natural renewable
resources, especially in wind and marine energy. But it performed relatively poor in releasing this potential,it is
now producing electricity from renewable sources less than 5% of the nation’s whole electricity consumption , far
behind some FEuropean counterparts. This is due to a wide range of reasons, such as cheap grid electricity
(compared to other European countries), low financial subsidies from government, and delay or obstacle in
planning consent. But with a series of policy instruments including Climate Change Act being in place recently,
the United Kingdom will see a brighter future in channeling a growing share of its energy consumption from
renewables and achieving its goals both in ensuring energy supply security and mitigating greenhouse gas
emissions.

Key words: renewable energy;greenhouse gases emission; wind power; solar power; wave and tide power;

biofuel ; geothermal; Climate Change Act



