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The Connotation of Modernization and Its Theoretical Evolution

Chen Liuqgin
(China Institute of Energy Economics, Beijing 100733)

Abstract: What is the exact word meaning and essence of “Modernization”, public opinions are divergent,
academia has so far not consistent view, not everyone accepted definition. The paper does a full range of
judgment on “modernization” based on domestic and overseas research results, and defines the connotation of
modernization from a development perspective. As a kind of worldwide social movement, the modern theory and
practice are closely linked. The paper summarizes the classical modernization theory, modernization theory, and
then after the modernization theory, the theory of ecological modernization, the second modern theory and
comprehensive modernization theory, and gives a brief evaluation one by one.
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