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Analysis on key points and trends of the US federal R&D
budget in fiscal year 2012

YAO Hengmei WANG Ping
(Shanghai Library Institute of Scientific & Information of Shanghai, Shanghai 200031)

Abstract: In the tough economic situation, the R&D budgets of US federal government have been hardly
increased in the past two years and the US R&D budget in 2012 increased by only 0.14%. However, in order to
ensure innovation leadership to win the future, US federal research portfolio significantly increased by 7.24% in
2012, in which basic research funding investment increased by 4.96% and reached the highest record in nearly
lost five years. Economy, health, energy, climate, environment and national security are important challenges that
the United States has to face and also the six priority areas that R&D investment is most concerned about. The
paper carried out a brief analysis on distribution and emphasis of the US 2012 R&D budget, as well as trends of
US government R&D strategic investment in recent years.
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