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Science and technology development of Portugal in 2011

CHEN Yongning
(Shanghai Institute of Materia Medica, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Shanghai 201203)

Abstract: In 2011, Portugal encountered the sovereign debt crisis, which caused political instability and
the change of government. As a result, Portuguese scientific research and development has seriously suffered
a setback. Analysis of relevant data shows that lack of hi-tech industry make its economic rejuvenation more
difficult. Thus, the new government pays more attention to R&D and takes more measures to accelerate
industrialization of scientific achievements, such as, drawing up a new scientific policy based on people-first and
mechanism optimization, encouraging more international cooperation, and keeping on the strategy to develop
clean energy and electric vehicles. Up to June of 2011, the total installed capacity of wind power in Portugal
amounts to 3960 MW, ranking the No. 10 in the world. Moreover, agriculture, which used to be non-high-tech,
has received more attention too. As the base of a country, importance of agriculture has been realized during the
economy crisis period in Portugal. It is worth mentioning that traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) education in
Portugal develops well and TCM has become one of the emerging job fields for Portuguese.

Key words: Portugal; science and technology development; sovereign-debt crisis; clean energy; traditional

Chinese medicine



