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et al. Biobanks in Europe: Prospects forHarmonisation and

Analysis on policy framework of human genetic resources
biobank in EU and its development

NIE Jian’gang
( Department of International Cooperation, Ministry of Health, Beijing 100044)

Abstract: It is a new field for global policy makers and researchers to scientifically manage and rationally use
the human genetic resources. In order to support biomedical researches some countries have set up biobanks by
collecting and storing human genetic resources, samples and data systematically. European Union and its member
states are forerunners in establishing and developing platforms of human genetic resources by huge investment to
support a large amount of projects and initiatives, which aim at integrating the existing biobanks in Europe to form
a uniform platform across the European continent. However, a number of challenges are faced by EU in terms of
legal, ethical, operational aspects, as well as public acceptance and interest-sharing mechanism of such a platform.
This article summarizes some policy suggestions and best practices in management and use of human genetic
resources in Europe as a whole.
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