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Overview on priority areas and funding programs of the US
—fundamental research in fiscal year 2013

ZHANG Yun, WANG Ping
( Shanghai Library Institute of Scientific & Information of Shanghai, Shanghai 200031)

Abstract: In the face of a fragile economic recovery and continuing concerns over deficits and debt, the
U.S. President’s 2013 Budget proposes $140.8 billion for Federal R&D, an increase of $2.0 billion or 1.4 percent
over the 2012 enacted level. The Federal research portfolio—comprising basic and applied research—would
total $64.0 billion, up $2.0 billion or 3.3 percent. The President is committed to double the budgets of NSF, DOE
SC, and the NIST labs. The 2013 Budget proposes $13.1 billion total for these three agencies, an increase of
$553 million or 4.4 percent above the 2012 enacted total. The budget of fundamental research in priority areas
and programs, including frontiers of biomedical and translational medicine, energy science and clean energy
technologies, aerospace science and exploration technologies, U.S. Global Change Research Program, Networking
and Information Technology R&D, National Nanotechnology Initiative, gets different degrees of growth.
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