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New Trends and Implication of Climate Change Policy
of United States

ZHU Song-li', WANG Wen-tao”’, GAO Xiang', YU Hong-yuan®
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Abstract: New trends of climate change policy of U.S. have been observed since the start of new
administration of President Obama at the beginning of 2013, including launching the National Climate Change
Assessment (draft), promoting administrative options to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions, pushing the signing
of “Sino-US Joint Statement on Climate Change” and proposing “hub-spokes” mechanism under Durban Platform
Negotiations. On the one hand, any significant change is not expected since the complex of US climate politics;
on the other hand, those new trends may have certain impact on global climate policy direction and low carbon
economy development due to the US’s strong impacts on global economy, politics, and other international affairs.
China should cautiously weight up the pros and cons when pushing an equal, rational and effective climate regime.
At the same time, China should promote the low-carbon economy development by legislation, taxation, financial
levels, standards setting, as well as development of low-carbon technologies.

Key words: United States; climate change; low-carbon economy development; “hub-spokes”; greenhouse

gas emissions



