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Singapore’s Research Centers of Excellence Initiative

Wuyunqiqige, HE Jie-shan
(Institute of Scientific and Technical Information of China, Beijing 100038)

Abstract: Singapore’s Research Centers of Excellence Initiative, a long-term plan supported by government,
aims to create a set of world-class research centers in universities basing upon their academy resources and
discipline basis. The Ministry of Education and the Foundation of Singapore will invest 750 million Singapore
dollars to cultivate 5 world-class research centers in the next decade. The director-in-charge system under
the leadership board of trustees is implemented for centers’ project management. A group of scientists with
high international influence are introduced to work as primary investigators of Excellent Centers as well as to
carry out academic exchange activities and scientific talents training. This paper gives a review on the design,
implementation and evaluation of Singapore’s Research Centers of Excellence Initiative, analyzes the operating
manner and effects of the research centers, and discusses what China may learn from Singapore’s endeavor on this
plan.

Key words: Singapore; Research Centers of Excellence; principal investigators; international evaluation



