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Abstract The Arctic region that is facing growing economic, environmental, and cultural challenges has 
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climate. To address these challenges and opportunities, and as required by 15 U.S.C. § 4108, the U.S. Interagency 
Arctic Research Policy Committee (IARPC)!��"������
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crafted this FY 2013–2017 Arctic Research Plan. The plan provides a blueprint for effective Federal coordination 
of Arctic research for the next half-decade and positions the United States to remain a global leader in Arctic 
stewardship for many years to come. This national policy for Arctic research consists of seven overlapping 
research areas: sea ice and marine ecosystems, terrestrial ice and ecosystems, atmospheric studies of surface 
heat, energy, and mass balances, observing systems, regional climate models, adaptation tools for sustaining 
communities, as well as human health.
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