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Abstract Agricultural R&D has been a major driver of the competitiveness of the United States. This paper 
examines the American agricultural R&D system which is composed of multiple investment sources and many 
different types of performers. It can be seen that some problems exist in the US agricultural R&D, such as, 
investment on agricultural R&D bogged down for a while, proportion of expenditure on competitive R&D grants 
is relatively small, agriculture sectors are not well connected with other sectors, etc. The challenges are explored 
and the solutions to these issues are discussed. 
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