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The Strategic Importance of Internationalization of S&T:

A Conclusion from Review on Internationalization of

Science and Technology in Australia

HE Fu-xiang

(Ministry of Science and Technology of the People’s Republic of China, Beijing 100862)

Abstract: A series of review and research on internationalization of science and technology have been

conducted in Australia and other OECD countries in recent years. Some conclusions can be drawn from these

reviews as follows: focus of the world science and technology is turning to the eastern and southern, and the

proportion of scientific papers from Asian and South America countries has rapidly increased. Internationally

co-authored publications from Australia and other OECD countries have increased more rapidly than domestic

publications, becoming the major driver of rapid growth of publications. In addition, internationally co-authored

publications have higher citation rate and impact factor, becoming the major source of high citation papers.

All these facts indicate that internationalization of science and technology has become a trend of global S&T

innovation, and also a key approach to improve the innovation efficiency and scientific competitiveness.

Key words: Australia; internationalization of S&T; internationally co-authored publication; domestic

publication; citation rate; science and technology diplomacy



