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Initiatives of EU in the New Urbanization Development

Through Research and Innovation

CAO Jian-ru
(Hebei Academy of Agriculture and Forestry Sciences, Shijiazhuang 050051)

Abstract: Research and innovation played a key role in the development of urbanization in the EU. With the

development of urbanization, a series of problems including overpopulation, traffic congestion, environmental

degradation, and population aging emerged subsequently. Facing challenges from urbanization, the EU has take

initiatives to improve the quality of urbanization through research and innovation, such as, launching the Smart

City and Social Innovation Partnership Program, implementing the Smart and Specialization Strategy, developing

innovative clusters, etc. This paper studied the innovation policies and measures of EU in urbanization, and

proposed suggestions for urbanization development of China, such as, relying on research and innovation to

improve the quality of urbanization, strengthening institutional innovation, enhancing China-EU research and

innovation cooperation in urbanization.
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