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Regulation of Commercial Nuclear Plants in the USA
— Evolution and Progress of USNRC

from a Historic Point of View

YU Geng

( Department of Science and Technology of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, Wulumugi 830011)

Abstract: Based on empirical analysis of factors embedded in the occurrences and systematic design which

balances independence and power of the regulator, the article recalls the historical transformation from the Atomic

Energy Commission (AEC) to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), and concludes that although NRC

is the result of US political, economic and cultural background, the well-designed supervision, especially that by

media and public who are also the consumers of service and products produced by the regulated, is the only resort

to prevent regulation from failure.

Key words: the U.S.; nuclear plants; U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (USNRC); Atomic Energy
Commission (AEC)



