
Alvin Weinberg

The Atomic Energy Act of 1946
Atomic Energy 

Commission

The Joint Committee on Atomic Energy JCAE

Vol. 29   No. 3      
                           Global Science, Technology and Economy Outlook                             Mar. 2014

D771.234 X946 A DOI 10.3772/j.issn.1009 8623.2014.03.007



NRTS

Advisory Committee on 
Reactor Safeguards

Power 
Reactor Development Company, PRDC

PRDC

Shippingport



The Great 
Bandwagon Market

William K Ergen

ECCS

Union of Concerned Scientists UCS www.ucsusa.org



The Energy Reorganization Act 
of 1974

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
NRC

 NRC 
NRC 

 NRC 

 NRC 
Browns Ferry

NRC 

NRC 

 NRC 

NRC 

 NRC 

NRC 
Resident Inspector Program NRC 

 NRC 

 NRC 
NRC 

 NRC 

NRC 



NRC
NRC

NRC 

NRC 

NRC

President’s 
Commission on the Accident at TMI

John G. Kemeny

 NRC 

 NRC 

NRC 

 NRC 

NRC

 NRC 

 NRC 
NRC 

NRC 

NRC 

NRC



 NRC 

Institute of Nuclear Power 
Operations

Nuclear Safety Analysis Center

NRC
 NRC 

NRC 

NRC 
Vogtle 3

Vogtle 4 COL

VCSNS

 NRC 

 NRC 

NRC 

NRC 

NRC 

NRC 

Baltimore Gas and Electric Company
Calvert Cliffs

NRC 

 NRC 

 NRC 

NRC 

NRC 

“Nuclear industry must face the fact that the TMI accident has put nuclear energy on probation.” Jon Payne, editor of Nuclear News.
http://www.nrc.gov/about-nrc/governing-laws.html
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Regulation of Commercial Nuclear Plants in the USA
— Evolution and Progress of USNRC

from a Historic Point of View
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Abstract: Based on empirical analysis of factors embedded in the occurrences and systematic design which 

balances independence and power of the regulator, the article recalls the historical transformation from the Atomic 

Energy Commission (AEC) to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), and concludes that although NRC 

is the result of US political, economic and cultural background, the well-designed supervision, especially that by 

media and public who are also the consumers of service and products produced by the regulated, is the only resort 

to prevent regulation from failure. 
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