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Introduction and Analysis of the Fellowship System
of the UK Royal Society

LI Zhen-xing

(Chinese Academy of Science and Technology for Development, Beijing 100038)

Abstract: Academician system with lifetime tenure of the UK Royal Society is one of the oldest fellowship
system in the word. The mission, statutes and organizational structure of the Royal Society and its fellowship
system had made big influence on both the Royal Engineering Academy and British Academy and other national
academies in the world. The paper introduced the legal status, mission, responsibility and governance structure of
the Royal Society, detailed the procedure of nomination and selection of its fellowship, and analyzed the advantage
and shortcoming of the fellowship system of the Royal Society. Based on the experience of the Royal Society in
UK, the paper gives some suggestions on the reform of fellowship system of National Academies, such as Chinese
Academy of Science and Chinese Academy of Engineering from four aspects including organizational structure,
benefit of Fellowship, selection procedure and widening the influence of fellowships of national academies.
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