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“Burdens” Converted to “Opportunities”

—Tackling Ageing by European Innovation Partnership

NIE Jian-gang

(Department of International Cooperation, National Health and Family Planning Commission, Beijing 100044 )

Abstract: Ageing has become a global trend and also one of the most severe challenges to European
countries in terms of their political, economic, societal and health development. Taking innovation as an important
cornerstone, European Union strives for converting the “social burdens” into “silver opportunities”, by treating
ageing as a new breaking point for economic growth. In 2011, the “European Innovation Partnership on Active
and Healthy Ageing” was put in place under the Framework of the Innovation Union and as an indispensable
component of the “Europe 2020 strategy. It aims to re-assess and optimize the political, social, organizational,
financial and operational environments and procedures of ageing-related health care activities by means of
innovative thinking, and mobilize and motivate the ageing-related market potentials and industrial capacities. Its
successful practices and experiences are worthy of being studied in the course of tackling the ageing challenges in
China.
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Analysis on Performance of Canada’s Economic
Action Plan and Its STI Policy

PEI Rui-min, HU Zhi-hui

(National Science Library of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190)

Abstract: In order to facilitate employment and promote economic growth, Government of Canada initiated
the Economic Action Plan (EAP) substituting for the usual budget since 2009. Economic Action Plan has two
stages. In the first stage of EAP, the measures mainly focused on direct economic stimulus such as reducing
taxes, providing employment opportunities, and increasing investments. As the economy goes better and better,
Canadian government shifted its policy focus to achieving the long prosperity and budget balance through
strengthening science, technology and innovation (STI). All these measures make Canada’s economy have
excellent performance in the G7 countries. This article analyzes Canada’s STI measures and policy instruments as
the reference for our country’s policy making.
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