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U.S. Government Takes Measures to Support Small Business
Technology Innovation: Small Business Innovation Research
and Small Business Technology Transfer

CHEN Tao

(Basic Research Service, the Ministry of Science and Technology of People’s Republic of China, Beijing 100862)

Abstract: U.S. small businesses play an essential role in the U.S. technology innovation system. The federal
government adopted a series of measures to support technology innovation in small businesses. This article studied
the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) launched by
the U.S. federal government, by reviewing the origin and development of these two programs, analyzing their
management mechanism, especially their evaluation system. SBIR and STTR have achieved good results, such as
promoting the U.S. technology innovation, accelerating the commercialization of private enterprises’ innovation
fruits, coordinating the small business progress and the national R&D demands, and supporting the extensive
innovation of small businesses. It is suggested that these two programs will be a more important part of U.S. small
businesses technology innovation system.
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