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An Overview of Science Philanthropy in the United States

FU Ke-fei

(Ministry of Science and Technology of the People’s Republic of China, Beijing 100862 )

Abstract: Science philanthropy has played and continues to play a significant role in promoting the United

States’ science and technology development, which was largely ignored and underestimated. Science philanthropy

funds are mainly from private philanthropists and professional foundations which are inclined to support the
controversial projects with high risk, including the basic and translational researches in the fields of public health,
medical treatment, environment protection, physics and marine sciences. After deploying the reform and opening
up policy for more than 30 years, China has consolidated a basis for science philanthropy from both material
and spiritual aspects. This article reviews the history of science philanthropy in US, examines the ongoing
development of the science philanthropy, analyzes the related policies and objectives, and evaluates the science
philanthropy from an all-round perspective. Finally, this article is concluded by analyzing the deep-rooted reasons

for the success of American science philanthropy and leaves room for readers to think and learn from USA.

Key words: the United States science philanthropy philanthropy funds
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