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Technology Progress and Industrial Development of

U.S. Solar Energy

YU Geng
(Department of Science and Technology of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, Wulumugqi 830011)

Abstract: Based on empirical study of the U.S. milestone achievements in 2013 and 2014 which are called

the year of utility-scale PV solar power and the year of utility-scale CSP(Concentrating Solar Power) respectively,

the article analyses the thrust forces produced by technology innovation and preferential policies on the U.S. solar

power technology and industry. It argues that it is technology innovation and policies that safeguard the U.S. solar

technology and industry on a fast track with features as lower cost, higher efficiency and booming market. With

optimistic expectation, the U.S. solar power will be able to fully compete with traditional fossil energy by 2020, a
target set by DOE’s SunShot Initiative.
Key words: U.S.; solar energy; photovoltaic (PV); Concentrating Solar Power (CSP); SunShot Initiative
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