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Introduction of World’s Largest Biometric Database
—Unique Identification (Aadhaar) Program in India

BI Liang-liang
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Abstract: India initiated the “Unique Identification” (UID, or Aadhaar) Program in 2009. Now, 820 million

people had owned their unique 12-bit ID based on the collection of biometric data (photos, fingerprints and iris

scan). Thus, the government may provide subsidies, health care, social security, training program, employment and

other services directly to every citizen. This article introduces the content, practice and challenges of the project.
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