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for the Design of Renewables Support Schemes,

Future Trends of the EU Energy Policies

ZHANG Zhi-qin
(Ministry of Science and Technology of the People’s Republic of China, Beijing 100862)

Abstract: The European Union (EU) mainly consists of member countries that are post-industrial developed

economies. Due to the scarcity or depletion of resources and energy resulting from long-term industrialization,

the EU has a heavy dependence on imported resources and energy. The EU energy policies aim at three major

targets: firstly to advocate the global proactive response to climate change, promoting renewable energies and

energy-efficiency technologies, while suppressing the global market prices of traditional energies from rising

continuously; secondly to stimulate the research and innovation activities for new energy technologies, ensuring

its world leading role in this field and its industrial enterprise competitiveness, thus reaping the benefits of the

first-mover advantage; thirdly to vigorously develop green, low-carbon and bio-based emerging industries to

promote economic growth and create more jobs. By analyzing the EU energy strategies, policies and future trends,

and diving deep into some of its successful experiences and practices, the article could serve as a reference to the

formulation of the Thirteenth Five-Year Development Plan in China.
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