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Abstract: This paper examines the regulations and practices of selected institutes, including NIH, USGS and

national libraries and two top universities, i.e. Stanford University and MIT. There are laws and regulations at the

federal level which guide the technology transfer efforts and return distributions. The institutes have their own

regulations and guidelines in practice. It is concluded that the regulations focus on the protection of the rights and

interests of the inventors and the avoidance of the conflicts of interests.
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