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Technology Forecasting and Foresight:
Concepts, Methods, and Practices

FANG Wei, CAO Xue-wei, GAO Xiao-wel

(National Academy of Innovation Strategy, China Association for Science and Technology, Beijing 100863)

Abstract: With an increasingly significant role that technology plays in economic and social development,
many countries have started technology forecasting and foresight activities. This paper aims to address the
concepts, methods and practices surrounding technology forecasting and foresight. First of all, comparisons are
made between these two concepts in terms of conceptualization, characteristics, and elements, etc. The second part
of this paper presents methods used in these two types of activities. The third part examines technology forecasting
and foresight activities in US, UK, Japan and Russia. The last part addresses implications for technology
forecasting and foresight activities conducted in China.

Key words: technology forecasting; technology foresight; concepts; methods; practices
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