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Research on the Willingness of Chinese Adolescents to Pursuit
Science Career and Its Influence Factors

SHI Chang-hui, ZHAO Yan-dong

(Chinese Academy of Science and Technology for Development, Beijing 100038)

Abstract: Based on the data of a national scale questionnaire survey, this paper analyzes the willingness of
primary and secondary school students to engage in the career of scientists in the future, and explores the impact
of personal interest factor, occupational values factor, school education factor and social capital factor on this
willingness. The results show that although students show a strong interest in science, which gives the scientist
occupation positive evaluation, but science career has relatively low attractiveness to them. Therefore, in order to
enhance the willingness of students to become scientists, it is needed to reform the primary and secondary school
science education system, and actively promote the direct contact and interaction between scientists and students.
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