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S&T Management Systems of Innovative Countries:
Characteristics and Evolving Trends

ZHANG Yi-fang

(Institute of Scientific and Technical Information of China, Beijing 100038)

Abstract: This paper explores the characteristics and evolving trends of S&T management systems in
major innovative countries, such as US, UK, Japan and South Korea. With multi-country study and comparative
analysis, five main features and latest trends are identified, which are useful to China’s ongoing S&T management
system. These features and trends are: consolidating overall planning and comprehensive coordination at the
national highest leader level; enhancing the centralized and coordinated allocation of national S&T budget;
optimizing project management of national S&T programs by adopting the principle of detachment of decision-
making, execute and supervisory functions; strengthening independence and flexibility for governmental agencies
to support innovation; emphasizing performance evaluation for government-sponsored S&T programs and
institutions, and seeking to link budget setting with performance evaluation results.

Key words: innovative countries; innovative S&T mamagement system; S&T system reform
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