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The Development of Citizen Science in US and
Its Implications for China

ZHANG Huan-zhao
(Chinese Academy of Science and Technology for Development, Beijing 100038)

Abstract: Based on the popularization and introduction of information technology, citizen science has gained
fast development in US and been broadly applied in professional scientific and technological fields and public
governance. This paper introduces the definition of citizen science, concluding the main features of citizen science
in US, including involvement in many fields and participants, diversified ages and increasing scopes, effective
performance and support to the public decision, and so on. At last, the paper recommends that the important role
of citizen science in major governance, governmental decision, popularization and science research should be
improved.
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