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An Policy Analysis of Federally Supported
Regional Innovation Cluster in US

LI Xin

(Ministry of Science and Technology of China, Beijing

100862)

Abstract: Since financial crisis, regional innovation cluster development has been taken as an important

policy tool of Science and Innovation policy by the U.S. federal government. This paper introduces a variety

of regional innovation cluster programs which differ in domain, funding priorities and scale. There are several

features of the regional innovation cluster programs, which include multi-agency involvement, focusing on

emerging industries, paying attention to capacity of sustainable development and performance assessment. It

is recommended that China could learn from US experience and put emphasis on the improvement of system

environment, establish a multi-agency guiding institution, strengthen the support and evaluation of innovation

stakeholders, and avoid vicious competition.
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