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Japan's Experience of Implementing Long-Term Care
Insurance in Local Areas: the Case of Niigata County

ZHANG Mi
(Design Examination Department State Intellectual Property Office of the People’s Republic of China,
Beijing 100088)

Abstract: The “13th Five-year Plan” period is the decisive stage of China’s program to build a well-off society
in an all-round way and an important strategic window phase of China’s program to reform and develop elderly
care services and pension system. The study of Japan’s long-term care insurance system, especially that in Niigata
Prefecture, and the analysis of the coordinated development of the elderly care and the pension industry in the
local area from the perspective of policy implementation will provide information basis for China to explore and
establish relevant systems to drive local economic growth and reform economic structure for the benefit of the
people’s livelihood while meeting the needs of the elderly.

Key words: Japan; long-term care insurance system; aging cause; elderly care; elderly economy



