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A Rational View of the Changes in the International Rankings
of Chinese Universities

CAI Xiao-tian, LI Zhe, YANG Yang
(Chinese Academy of Science and Technology for Development, Beijing 100038)

Abstract: As an important part of the national innovation system, universities are the source of talent training
and basic research in China. Statistical analysis of authoritative lists at home and abroad over the past five years
reveals that the international rankings of Chinese universities and disciplines have continued to rise. It should
be noted that behind these rising rankings, the problems such as the two-level differentiation of discipline
construction in China’s universities, insufficient basic research capabilities, and the emphasis on achievement and
less talent training have not improved. To truly enhance the competitiveness of China’s universities and play its
cornerstone role in building an innovative country, it is necessary to further clarify the functional positioning of
universities, optimize the discipline layout, and adjust the evaluation mechanism.

Key words: international university rankings; basic research; talent training; disciplinary layout



