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The US Global Innovation Through Science and Technology
Initiative and Its Implication to China

ZHANG Nan, WU Yan

(China Science and Technology Exchange Center, Beijing 100045)

Abstract: In 2011, the US Department of State launched Global Innovation through Science and Technology
(GIST) Initiative, which uses start-up training, pitch competitions, investor training, business incubation,
innovation hubs, online tools and alumni network to carry out science and technology diplomacy and build a
bridge of scientific and technological exchanges with developing countries and emerging economies. This paper
introduces the background and implementation of GIST, summarizes the output of GIST, and proposes some
inspirations for China’s STI cooperation with developing countries, especially countries along the Belt and
Road from the following four aspects: deepening science and technology diplomacy, integrating into the global
innovation network, optimizing the project management and advertising appropriately.

Keywords: the U.S.; Global Innovation through Science and Technology; STI; science diplomacy



