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Abstract: Along with the social problems emerging around the world, social innovation is seen as having
played a vital role in solving those problems. Extant studies related to the influencing factors in creating social
innovation especially focus on micro level, and few on the macro policy level. This paper first defines the concept
of social innovation, and then takes the S&T policies issued since the 18th National Congress of the Communist
Party of China as the analysis objects, and analyzes the political situation of China’s policies in promoting social
innovation from three aspects, namely, incentive of innovative actors, promotion of social interest and reform of
innovative mechanism. Finally, the existing problems and future prospects are put forward, aiming to provide a
new lens for science and technology departments and other related units in formulating and improving relevant
policies.
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