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Research on Management by Objective Mechanism in the US
Governmental Performance Management System

CHEN Guang, XU Zhi-ling

(National Center for Science & Technology Evaluation, Beijing 100081)

Abstract: This paper reviews the GPRA Modernization Act 2010 (GPRAMA) from the aspect of Management
by Objective (MBO), and followed up its implementation process in recent years. Through MBO, the US
government has built up a top-down hierarchical performance objective system, which bridges up the strategical
plan, priority goal, annual plan and project budget altogether and makes the federal government, agencies and
project units work coordinately based on coherent management of long-term, medium-term and short-term
objectives. In addition, hierarchical objective responsibility, periodical monitoring and evaluation, full information
disclosure and statutory external supervision also contribute to the success of MBO of GPRAMA. The experience
of MBO mechanism in the US governmental performance management system could provide meaningful
reference for China’s construction of governmental performance management system and reinforcement of Five-
year Plan implementation and evaluation.

Keywords: the U.S.; performance management; management by objective; strategical plan; monitoring and

evaluation



