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Retrospective Analysis of NSFC-Funded Projects on Fuel Cells
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Abstract: The National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) has been playing a leading role in the
development of technical fields, and the NSFC-funded projects can reflect the trend and hotspots of technical
development of the relevant fields to a certain extent. Taking the NSFC-funded projects on fuel cells as the
research object, adopting the bibliometrics and topic clustering methods, this paper provided a quantitative
analysis on the number and amount of funded projects, funding pattern, funding sources, funded regions and
funded institutions, and presented the topic mining results from the perspectives of funding hotspots, the major
structural components and industry chain of fuel cells, so as to provide reference for researchers in the field of fuel
cells to master the technical development trend and apply for funding projects. Also, some recommendations were
proposed on the future funding direction.
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